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Director’s Corner
This is by far my favorite time of year.  As a child, I loved the traditions and rituals that went along with the fall season.  It was exciting and comforting to know what good, fun stuff was about to happen.  As a young adult, I lost a little of the love of the season, but since having a child, I have renewed my quest to recreate those traditions of years past and have again found a sincere love of the season.  I relish the joy that the children in my life have as they participate in the long time traditions of dressing up on Halloween or gathering with family and friends during Thanksgiving.  
Why do we participate in these traditions?  Why do we want so badly to hand them down to our children?  There are actually some very good reasons.  Studies show that traditions help enhance children’s well being by creating security and continuity.  Participating in rituals gives the family an opportunity to create a sense of identity.  Many a time I have heard a child proudly say, “In our family, we…”  Rituals give our children the gift of strong familial bonds.  We start them at a young age so that when those teenage years hit and strife abounds, we can rely on those bonds to help us keep our teenagers tethered to us as much as possible.
As a community, we utilize the same reasons to practice traditions.  We want to give our children a sense of community.  We hope that the traditions build bonds among our families so that some day, when the elementary years are upon you, you have the opportunity to look back fondly on the Fall Festival or the winter celebration.  We want you as parents to have time to gather together, visit and see your children with their friends.  

Fall Festival is our best known tradition here at First English.  For fear of sounding like an old codger, it reminds me of the good ‘ole days: kids dress up, parents ooh and aah over the different costumes, simple booths are set up for the kids to enjoy and there is a safe and welcoming atmosphere to the evening.  We all look forward to it—not just he children.
So please, mark your calendars for Friday, October 30th at 6:00 for our Annual Fall Festival.  We couldn’t put on a good festival without your help, so please be on the lookout for information in your child’s mailbox about how to volunteer and pitch in money for the dinner.  
Always a pleasure, Teresa
Picture Days Are Here!
Please remember that this week we are having our pictures done. Try to get here by 9:00 on your child’s allotted day—Sunbeams and Moonbeams on Monday, Stars and Rainbows on Thursday and Explorers on Friday. Also, if you would like your child’s pictures to be password protected, don’t forget to turn in the photographer’s sheet by Wednesday.

Board News 

This month we chatted about how the transition is going for the Rainbow classroom and came to the conclusion that we should keep assessing the progress.  We also discussed pursuing NAEYC accreditation and exploring the options we have regarding it.
The Return of Linda

Many of you already know Linda Collins.  She was the Director of our center for many years.  Linda was instrumental in helping our center be one of the best centers in town.  She was a wonderful guide,  and anyone who worked with her, either as a teacher, parent or child, felt a great deal of respect and love for her.  Unfortunately, Linda was in a tragic accident while biking home one day.  It left her legally blind and unable to continue to work.  Linda now stays at home, but she has the busiest schedule you can imagine what with continuing to work out everyday and training to run marathons.  However, she has decided that she would like to return to the center on Fridays and work with the children.  We are thrilled that she is choosing to return, and we are creating plans to help her get to know the kids. So if you see her around, please take a moment to warmly welcome her back.
Stocking a Cubby
Please remember that it is very helpful to both your child and your child’s teacher that you keep a well stocked cubby.  You’ll want to make sure that you have weather appropriate clothing, undies, socks, and especially diapers, if needed.  
Supply Fees Due
Please remember that supply fees are due this month.  Should you need more time paying the fee, please let Teresa or Michelle know.  These fees are essential in keeping us well stocked in paper towels, tissues, gloves, etc. (and man, are we going through them this season!).  Late fees will begin to be applied November 1st for those who have not paid in full.
Center Closed on October 19th
We’ll be doing some ongoing training with Claire Flynn!  We will be discussing creative ways to structure our classrooms and routine to ensure the least amount of conflict possible.
Change in Parent Workday Date  
Only in Texas would a daycare center have to worry about when football games are held to schedule things!  Unfortunately, it seems as though our parent workday was scheduled on a quite popular UT football game day.  So, in order to encourage more families to join us, I would like to reschedule the date for Saturday, November 14th at 8:00 am. There are many maintenance items that we are unable to do with children here (plus our own level of expertise makes things difficult).  As a nonprofit, we rely on volunteer hours to keep our costs low.  We strongly encourage all to join us for a few hours in order to help us keep our costs as low as possible.
What Do You Really Know About Lauren, a Rainbow Teacher?

What is your educational background?

I graduated in May from UT Austin with a BS in Applied Learning and Development in Special Education.
Since when have you been with First English?
I have been with First English since 2007.  While in school, I would substitute at First English whenever possible.
What do you like about First English?
I love the attitude toward learning that FELCDC embraces. Also, the staff at First English is absolutely stellar. I could not ask for a better group of people to work with on a daily basis. The location doesn't hurt either. Living across the street certainly has its advantages, not to mention the fire station conveniently located across from the playground. Convenient for safety purposes of course, not ogling firefighters...
If you could be any animal, which animal you would be?
I would probably choose to be the monkey from the Pirates of the Caribbean series. Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom in the same place--sign me up! Plus, monkeys are awesome. So are pirates.
If you had a random day off, what would you do?
Is this hypothetical skip day or one of the fire truck washing days? If so, I would probably find some sort of excuse to mosey over to the playground. I might also sleep an inappropriate amount and finally watch those Netflix movies I've had for three weeks.
What are your favorite hobbies?
I absolutely love to do ceramics. It probably stems from my love of making messes. I also love to read, watch bad 80's movies, go grocery shopping, and color.
If you could have an endless supply of any food, what would it be? 
I would have to say PLAIN Cheerios with skim milk. I have seriously had some unfortunate Honey Nut Cheerio incidents. It just ruins the day.
What candy did you hate to get when trick-or-treating as a kid? 
It's not that I hated to get them, but Reese's peanut butter cups were never a favorite. It might have to do with the fact that my Dad would do the whole "check the candy, but really steal what I want before you can eat it," routine and take all of my Reese's. Just a guess.

