December First English Child Development Center Newsletter
Director’s Corner
The holidays give us many gifts. One is the gift of time with family.  You might be like me who loves the thought of spending time with my relatives.  In one house.  For five straight days.  With a bunch of children.  Honestly, I love the first couple of days, but after that, I am looking for some reasons to get out of the house.  How about considering a few day trips?
This time of year is full of opportunities to go view seasonal lights.  You have the typical ones in town, but there are also those small towns outside of Austin that offer not only a light show but also a chance to explore a small town.  Ever seen how Georgetown lights up its downtown?  Leave in the afternoon and visit their Creative Playscape (an elaborate children’s playscape), picnic and then stroll through the town admiring the lights before heading home.

How about a quick visit up to Waco?  Baylor’s Mayborn Museum is a highly regarded children’s museum.  It offers such things from archeological exhibits to the chance to talk to astronauts currently in space. You might even want to take the afternoon to visit the Cameron Park Zoo, a lovely and manageable-in-a-couple-casual-walking-hours experience.
New Brensfel’s McKenna Children’s Museum is another great place to take children when the weather is cold outside.  Housed in a building with plenty of space, kids really get a kick out of their hands-on water exhibit.  On the way back, you might want to stop by the playscape at the Children’s Park in San Marcos.  One of the largest community built playscapes in the country, you could get lost running through this huge contraption.  It is truly fun for all!

Whether you stay home or get away over the break, we all hope that you have a wonderful set of holidays!


Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Parent Workday

A very special thank you to all of the families who spent a bit of their personal time to help us work on a few projects around the center.  We were able to get some curtains made and hung in the Rainbow room.  We put a skirt all the way around the shed.  We sealed the wood on the playscape.  We painted the door to the shed.  We filled the sandbox with new sand.  We also cleared the mulch from the fence.  It feels good to get some much needed maintenance projects done.  Thanks to everyone who helped us!
Feast of Thanks

I want to give a very special thank you to Jennifer who spent a weekend and many extra hours helping create a time for all the families to get together during the holidays.  It was really wonderful to see all of our families gathered together and enjoying each other.  As a staff, we recognize the warmth and trust we receive from our families and feel so much gratitude each day as you bring your children to us.
Winter Weather

I just wanted to give everyone a quick reminder that in the very unlikely event of wintery weather, our center follows AISD closures.  If AISD is starting late or is closed due to inclement weather, so will our center.  

Staff Changes  
As the new year looms ahead, we also have a few changes that will come.  Since many of our staff are students, often their schedules change.  We are very sad to let you know that Rachel, our much beloved Explorer afternoon teacher, will be leaving to student teach in Dallas.  We couldn’t be sadder to say goodbye to such a reliable and trusted friend.  Rachel’s last day will be January 8th, and we are looking for a great replacement for her. Our goal is to keep staff as consistent as possible in the individual classrooms while keeping in mind the overall well being of the school.  That said, a couple of assistants might shift rooms, and as we figure things out, we will send individual classrooms an email.  If you know of any good caregivers, please send them on over!
Costumes

Do you have Halloween costumes gathering dust in your closets?  We have many kids that love to dress up around here. So if you are looking to make room in your closets and would like to donate them to the center, we could put them to good use!               
Staff Bonus  
Each year, many families choose to show their gratitude to the staff by donating to a staff bonus.  Should you wish to do so, please place your donation in the locked box on Teresa’s desk by Friday, December 11th.
Teddy Bear Snack  
We decided to switch our calendar around a bit, and we have decided to postpone an all family gathering before the holidays.  Our thoughts were just that everyone seems very busy, and we don’t want to add another event to an ever growing checklist.  However, we do want to celebrate in a simple way, so we would like to have a Teddy Bear snack with the kids on Friday, December 18th.  Please have your child bring in a favorite stuffed animal to bring to afternoon snack where we will decorate cookies and have hot chocolate.  
Possible Dance Class for Stars, Rainbows and Explorers
Originally, I had thought that we would offer a dance class in the spring instead of Soccer Shots.  However, I have recently been getting feedback that people already have much loved dance classes that they already enjoy which would prohibit them from signing up for dance classes here.  What I don’t want to do is bring in a class in which no one is interested. So, I’d love to know if you have an opinion one way or another:  try dance classes or keep Soccer Shots for the spring semester?  Let me know! Thanks for your help!
Center Holiday Closures 
In order to give our staff time to enjoy the holidays with our families, we will be closed starting Thursday, December 24th and reopen for the new year on Monday, January 4th.  We hope that all our families also enjoy the holidays with loved ones this season. 
What Do You Really Know About Bonnie, a Star Teacher?

What is your educational background?  

I recently graduated with a degree in interdisciplinary studies, and I am certified to teach early childhood through fourth grade.

Where were you before First English?

Dallas!  I worked as an intern in a preschool ministry and at a coffee shop.

What do you like about First English?

I love how each staff member sincerely cares for each of the kids—even on the hard days!

What is your favorite children’s book?

The Mrs. Piggle Wiggle series—great little short stories!
What is your idea of a fun day off?
I would probably stay in my pajamas, brew a pot of coffee and watch movies all day.

What is the best vacation you’ve ever had?

My honeymoon.  The location ended up being lame, but I had a great time with my husband!

What are some of your hobbies?

I love to cook, watch movies and take walks.

What is your favorite Halloween costume?

I dressed up as an old man one year—bald cap included.

