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Director’s Corner

Years ago, and simply too many years to admit, I was the Explorer teacher here at First English.  I remember a quiet Child Psychology professor at UT toured my classroom for her daughter.  I didn't see her again until many months later when she enrolled her daughter at our center. After spending several months with us, she chatted with me about how she ended up choosing our center. Turns out she had chosen a different center after she had toured my room.  My room, she said, was loud, very active and messy.  She was concerned that children were not learning. After going to another center that was not a good fit, she decided to give us a try.  

 

Months later, her shy daughter was now confident--standing up for herself when others tried to bulldoze over her. She was writing stories in that very fun manner of phonemic spelling and talking to her mom about what the climax of her story was.  She was walking past paintings and saying that they looked like a Matisse.  She was counting by 2's and 10's claiming that counting by 1's was "boring." Her mother relayed to me that she was shocked to see that her daughter had learned so much from my program.   
 

Some adults have a preconceived notion of good learning.  Typically, these notions are derived from our own educational experiences, and luckily, decades of research and knowledge has changed the way good education occurs.

Good early childhood education slips into the moment with very little outward notions that are apparent to the untrained adult eye.  If you walk into a classroom of three year olds, see them sitting quietly and the learning slaps you in the face, I feel pretty confident that some type of learning is missing. Early learning is messy.  Early learning is loud. Early learning is interactive. If you have spent any time in an early childhood environment, you know that the argument between two friends about where to put that block is full of intense and significant learning--social, mathematical problem solving, reasoning, etc.  

Good early learning is also incremental. The best toddler programs focus on nurturing relationships, supporting budding social skills, and encouraging a curiosity of the world around us.  I feel just as strongly that a four year old program should gently prepare kids for the big world of Kindergarten.  Kids should be exposed and encouraged to recognize letters, numbers, etc. They should make the connection that words and written language are a way to communicate. They should learn how to sit in a group of peers and learn new concepts for an extended period of time. They should practice one to one mathematical correspondence through fun, engaging games. They should constantly problem solve situations with peers and teachers. I could go on and on.

However, these concepts should be presented in a way that preserves the number one gift we give to kids before they leave us—that learning is a fun, engaging endeavor that is a wonderful part of life.

Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Spread the word!  We still have 5 openings for next year—2 in the Sunbeam room, 1 in the Rainbow room and 2 in the Explorer room.

Mark your calendar!

July 4—Center Closed

July 20—Magic Show at 10:00

July 26—New Parent Orientation at 12:30

August 18 and 19—Center Closed For Workdays

August 20—Parent Workday

August 22—Fall semester begins, classes switch

Out and About
4th of July Fireworks: Unfortunately, many of the cities in the area (including Austin) have cancelled their annual fireworks show due to the dry weather, but you might be able to drive a bit to find a few.  If you just don’t think that the 4th would be the same without lighting up the sky, consider driving out to Cedar Park’s Milburn Park and spending the day. They have a wonderful pool, large playscape and plenty of room to lay out a blanket and enjoy the evening. Find more info at http://www.ci.cedar-park.tx.us/cp/pr_events_fourth.aspx.  Live further south?  Try going out to Buda.  Find more information at http://ci.buda.tx.us/calendar/070411-red-white-n-buda-independence-day-celebration.  
Looking for ways to cool off this summer?  Austin is ripe with tons of pool and splash pad options.  Find the one closest to you at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/pools_schedule.htm.

Don’t forget about Deep Eddy’s Splash In Theater. An Austin classic, you’ll want to pull up your inner tube and enjoy a show. More information at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/pools_special.htm.
Summer is the time to check out the bats under Congress bridge.  Don’t let this marvel be reserved for visitors to our city only!  Get out to the bridge as the sun is going down.  Best time to see the bats is towards the end of the summer when they have had their young.
Board News  
This month most of our time was spent discussing and finalizing the calendar for next year and the personnel and parent handbooks. We also looked at our finances, which are doing better these days, discussed switching the Explorer and Rainbow Rooms for next year and moving children up in classrooms. 
New faces

We have several new families who have joined us this summer.  If you have a moment please welcome the following families into our community: Mattie and her parents, Jenny and Mike, in the Moonbeam room; Eli and his parents, Kathy and Derek, in the Moonbeam room; Ryan and his parents, Sandra and Arthur, in the Moonbeam room; Charlie and his parents Sarah and Tom, in the Star room; Brody and his parents, Carrie and Will, in the Rainbow room.  
Room Placement 
I think we all agree that the Scout hut (our current Rainbow room) is best meant for our Explorer classroom. Getting in and out of the building with sixteen 3 year olds is a real challenge, especially at the beginning of the year. So, we are switching the Rainbow and Explorer classrooms.  Starting next year, the Rainbow room will be in the classroom at the top of the ramp across from the Fellowship Hall, and the Explorer room will be in the Scout hut.  Special thanks to our current class who will be spending two years in the Scout hut.  We are so excited to turn the space into a special Pre-K environment for our oldest group!
Smoke Detector System

Our smoke detector system is pretty much done.  We are waiting for our final approval from the fire marshall.  The kids enjoyed watching the workers’ antics, and we enjoyed that the new loud fire alarm got kiddos  and staff out of the building an entire minute quicker than usual! Thanks for all the hard work from everyone that allowed us to pay for it outright.
Wildcard Wednesday

We feel summer should be a time to have a little fun mixed into life.  The heat can drag us all down a bit, so once a week we set up some fun in the Fellowship Hall. Last week was a big hit!  We set up a beach scene and went fishing, surfed, read books on beach towels, cleaned sea shells, made sand castles and put on sun screen.  Next week we’ll set up a restaurant where we’ll be cooks, servers, cashiers and customers!
Parent Concert
We know lots of you parents have hidden musical talents, and we would love to share that in an informal concert with our kiddos one morning.  On June 22 at 10:00, please consider bringing your drums, guitars, violas, maracas, etc. for an informal and happy concert with our kiddos.  Interested?  Shoot Teresa an email.
Outdoors

While the mornings seem to be manageable, the afternoons have become quite heated.  It seems the minute we get outside the cheeks of every child become inflamed!  We are pushing water and spending less time outside, so if you come in the afternoon, please take a look in the Fellowship Hall.
Looking to Volunteer? 
We have a misting system for outside that is a couple of years old.  Unfortunately, the hands of many children have made it inoperable.  Interested in setting one up for us?  Give Teresa a call.  Also, we will need people to help move the furniture and boxes from the Rainbow to the Explorer room on the afternoon of Wednesday, August 17th.  Last, we’d love help sprucing up the place for the new year, so we’ll be having a parent workday on the morning of Saturday, August 20th.  Please look for sign-up sheets towards the end of July on the parent bulletin board.
Sprinkler Play
We loved having the opportunity to start getting wet outside last week! Please remember that water play is Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons through the first week of August.  The logistics of water play can be tiresome, so if you are running out the door and time is ticking in the morning, just remember to grab some water shoes and a towel and put them in a bag.  We can take it from there!
