First English Lutheran Child Development Center Newsletter
October 2011

Director’s Corner
Yesterday I spent the day in a classroom.  It is pretty rare when I have the opportunity to spend both the morning and the afternoon in a room.  However, when I do, I am always struck by the children, the environment and the teachers. Some observations:
The art was messy. We had orange paint going up our arms, into our pull ups and some on a large piece of paper. All with the cheer of, “We’re all making a big pumpkin!” There was no upset teacher, rather the teacher was encouraging the kids to either use brushes or their hands. The whole set up is really what you want to see in an art project!
There were three small plants on a table.  They were actually grass that the class had planted several days before.  Next to the plants were gloves, scissors and squirt bottles filled with water.  The kids were sitting in a chair, putting on gloves and “harvesting” by cutting the tops of the plants.  Then they fed the plants water to help them grow even more.  
There were several small groups that organically formed to do things like line up cars, make dinner, and clean off the table. I was struck by the conversation that was happening between the kids.  These are new talkers, and there was much back and forth discussion about things like whether the apple should be served at the table or not.
A dance party was spontaneously struck up, and we got jiggy with it for a bit.  It only lasted five minutes or so, but I was thrilled to see the teacher go with the moment.  I was also just as thrilled to see the teacher guide the kids to a new activity when the dance party started to evolve into a mosh pit.
Overall, there was a joyful and busy sense to the room.  It was a fun day not just for the kids but for me as well!
Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Mark your calendar!

Fall Festival—Oct 27th at 5:45
Vision and Hearing—Nov 2nd in the morning
Pictures—Nov 7 and 8
Teacher Conferences—Nov 10 – Nov 16

Thanksgiving Feast—Tuesday, Nov 22 at 11:30          
Thanksgiving Break—Wed Nov 23rd-25th
Out and About

Charlotte’s Web—Come see this classic in one of the more beautiful theaters in Austin on Saturday, October 8th at One World Theater.  Find out more information at http://www.oneworldtheatre.org/showdetails.aspx?Event_ID=35.
Biscuit Brothers—These guys are always fun for kids to see live.  This month, you can check them out at Scottish Rite Theater on Saturday, October 15th http://www.scottishritechildrenstheatre.org/.
Pioneer Farms—What better way to celebrate the fall season than getting in a costume and going on a hay ride?  Consider going out to Pioneer Farm for their annual Halloween Fest on Friday October 21st.  More info at http://www.pioneerfarms.org/.
Austin Symphony Halloween concert—On Sunday, October 23rd, the Austin Symphony is putting on their annual, kid friendly concert.  Always lots of fun, check it out at http://www.austinsymphony.org/events/halloween-childrens-concert/. 
Texas History Museum—You just can’t find enough reasons to wear a costume this time of year and visiting the Texas History Museum is another great one.  Come dressed up on Sunday, October 30th and explore the mysterious side of Texas History.  Find out more at http://www.utexas.edu/tmm/events/fright/.

Halloween Howl—On Saturday, Oct 22nd, come dressed as your favorite ghoul  and explore the grounds of the Austin Nature Science Center.  From 5:30-8:30, you can get more information at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/ansc/programs.htm.
Out of Town—Looking to take a road trip?  San Antonio is hosting its annual, free International Accordion Festival the weekend of October 7th.  It's big, it's outdoors, it's dancing, and it’s fun for the whole family.  Find out more at http://www.internationalaccordionfestival.org/.  Looking for a more tried and true favorite?  How about the Texas Renaissance Festival starting the weekend of October 7th?  Kids find so many parts of this experience fascinating that it is difficult to describe.  Find out more at http://www.texrenfest.com/. 
Plastic Grocery Bags

We are desperate for plastic grocery bag donations. Our poop needs you!
Pictures
This year pictures will take place the mornings of November 7th and 8th.  We will only be taking one set of pictures this year, so our fall pictures will also include having a group shot taken.  Please be on the lookout for more information!
Fall Festival
Mark your calendars for one of our favorite days of the year!  On Thursday, November 27th, starting at 5:45, we will hold our annual fall festival!  Come dressed in your Halloween finest to share a pizza dinner and carnival on the playground.  Wrestling a group of children into eating and participating in booths is no easy task, so we rely on the help of volunteers to make this evening run smoothly.  Please look for the volunteer sign up on the Parent Bulletin Board in the hallway.  We also ask families to make a $15 donation per family to help cover costs of the evening.  
Also, kiddos are welcome to come dressed in their costumes on the day of Fall Festival.  We’ll change out of the costumes before anything gets too messy!

Vision and Hearing
The state requires that any child four and above after September 1st have a yearly vision and hearing screening.  We need to file the results by December 1st each year.  You can either have the tests taken at your physician and bring the results to the center, our we have a local company who comes to do the tests. Kathleen Taquard will be coming the morning of Tuesday, November 2nd and offers the test to those children three and up.  Rainbows and Explorers, please be on the lookout for signup sheets in your child’s mailbox.  Once filled out, you can return with a check to the office.
Hand Washing

Thank you to all who have been helpful when arriving at the center by helping your child wash his/her hands.  We are committed to meeting the criteria of the Rising Star program and appreciate your help in making sure we do.

Rising Star Accreditation
We had our first monitoring visit from Rising Star this morning, and I am pleased to say that our representative was overwhelmingly impressed with our program.  We were all grateful for the feedback and reassurance that we really are on track!  We have another visit to go before earning our accreditation and then we will have unannounced monitoring visits every four months.

Shannon’s Leave

This week will be Shannon’s last before she leaves us for her maternity leave.  Although we will miss her, we hope she enjoys her time with her new little one.  We’ll look forward to seeing her return in February.  Until then, Julie Darby, a former teacher, will be returning mornings to float around and ensure that the center is running as smoothly as possible until Teresa arrives.  She will start on the 14th and will be opening the center and greeting our first friends who arrive in the mornings.  If you need anything, feel free to stop in and see her in the morning.  

Thanksgiving Feast
Mark your calendars for this annual event full of friendship, gathering and Jennifer’s cooking!  On Tuesday, November 22nd at 11:30, Jennifer will once again roll out a Thanksgiving Feast.  We hope you can join your child for a little pre-Thanksgiving feasting!
Erica’s Departure
Once again, Erica’s (Explorer afternoon teacher) basketball career is interfering with our love of her!  Erica will be leaving us to play out her season towards the end of this month and returning in the Spring.  We are always grateful to have Erica with us for any amount of time, and while we will miss her, we wish her the best season yet!  

Absence Policy

An addendum to our handbook will be placed in your mailboxes later this week.  It simply asks families to notify the center if your child is out ill and to call us as soon as possible if your child has been diagnosed with a communicable illness.  Please sign the form that you have read and understand the new policy and place in the tuition binder in the office.  

Board News

This month we added a new addendum regarding absences to the parent handbook.  We also discussed continuing participation in the CACFP (food) program.  We discussed changing the sign out front to be more reflective of our community.  There was some discussion about the food for younger children and perhaps offering organic food.  We appreciate the feedback and always take it into consideration.
