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Director’s Corner

Fall is a crazy time for all of us. We envision a set of holidays filled with all of the wonders that an adult mind can muster. We conjure up a set of events that we feel will make the holidays grand and magical for our children.

When really, the magic of the holidays comes from the simple moments that we create for our children.  Kids really don’t care if you have the perfect place settings on a table.  They really don’t notice that the lights have not been hung in exact symmetry.  What they do notice is if the adults in their lives are present and living the moment with them.

This doesn’t take much. Although, I have to admit it doesn’t always jive with my adult sense of how things should be.  If I put my adult vision aside, there are many simple activities to do with kids over the next couple of months that they will carry with them for the rest of their lives.  

Just being outside now that the weather is nicer is a great way to spend time together.  Young child love collecting things, so going on a nature hunt is a great option.  Making cookies is an easy time to have with children.  It takes little to set up and just a bowl to clean.  If life is getting too busy and overwhelming, a movie night is a super way to slow down a little bit.   

Keep it simple and light with few expectations other than to be together.  It is what your kids will remember.

Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Mark Your Calendar!

Vision and Hearing—Wednesday, Nov 2nd at 9:00
Pictures—Individuals: Mon, Nov 7th at 9:00  Group: Tues, Nov 8th at 9:00
Fall Family Feast—Tues, Nov 22nd at 11:30
Center Closed for Thanksgiving Break-Wed-Fri, Nov 23rd through 25th
Holiday Cookie Snack—Fri, Dec 16th at 3:15
Winter Holiday Break—Mon, Dec 26th-Mon, Jan 2nd (center reopens on Jan 3rd)
Out and About

Have a budding athlete on your hands?  Try visiting the Bob Bullock Museum this month and check out their high school football exhibit.  More information at http://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/ets_programs.html. 

Texas Science and Engineering Festival-Held on November 5th and 6th at the Austin Convention Center, you'll explore the wonders of science and engineering with FREE activities for the whole family. From Astronomy to Geology, you'll experience a hands-on, front-row experience you will not soon forget.  More information at http://texassciencefestival.org/.
Austin Children’s Museum—Always a big hit with the younger crowd, the Austin Children’s Museum currently has a dinosaur exhibit that is sure to fascinate any dino expert.  More information at http://www.austinkids.org.
Staff Trainings
About once a month we bring in a trainer to our staff meetings.  This month, we brought in someone lead a discussion on nonverbal communication.  We spend a lot of time in early childhood discussing the words we use with children and families, but we also have to remember to focus our attention on our body language.  We know that the number one characteristic of a solid early childhood program is the development of emotional intelligence in children—and that begins with the adults in their lives.
Pictures
Hopefully by now you have received the picture flyer in your child’s mailbox. Individual pictures will be on Monday, November 7th and class pictures will be taken on Tuesday, November 8th.  Pictures will begin right after breakfast, so please try to come to school by 9:00 on those days.  Please note that this year, Carrie will be taking individual pictures of only those children who have pre-ordered shots.  Have feedback you would like to share?  Carrie’s email is carriemossphotography.com.

Cold Weather Clothes
It looks like we might be out of the hottest weather (hopefully). Please take a moment to make sure that your child’s cubby has some weather appropriate clothing.  This time of year, it is best to have a set of undies, pants and both short and long sleeves.  Thanks for helping us keep our kiddos warm!
Fall Family Feast
Please be on the lookout for an online invite to Jennifer’s annual Fall Family Feast.  It is set for Tuesday, November 22nd at 11:30 (a little earlier lunch than usual).  This is one of our favorite times of year—Jennifer’s cooking and families gathered together. Please respond to the evite with the number of family members attending as it will help us with planning. 
Vision and Hearing
Vision and Hearing for our older kids will take place on Wednesday, November 2nd beginning at 9:00. The results will be placed in your child’s mailbox. If there is anything that is needed to be followed up on, Teresa will give you a call.
Tumbling Change
Due to elections on November 8th, tumbling will be on Thursday, November 10th that week—same times as usual.
Fall Festival
Thank you to all who came out to help us celebrate the fall season!  Our evening was a wonderful success.  Special thanks to all who volunteered to help the evening run smoothly.  That night definitely takes a village!
Rising Star

We had our final Rising Star accreditation visit last week.  We were thrilled to find out that we are now officially a four star (highest ranking), Rising Star center.  Big nods go to our amazing staff who made the process seem a breeze.

School for the Blind

We are partnering again this year with the School for the Blind’s transitional program.  Their transitional program helps young adults transition into the workplace.  Monady will be working with the Stars several mornings a week. She has prior experience with children and loves to be around kids.  Please take a moment to introduce yourself if you get a chance.
Board News

Teresa reported to the board that the Fall Festival was a big hit.  Also, we discussed Rising Star and the accreditation completion.  We discussed the annual holiday staff bonuses that are funded by parent contributions.  Flyers will go out to parents later this month from the board about it.  We discussed getting further retaining walls to hold in the new rocks on the playground.  We also discussed getting a new, permanent sign for the front of the church building advertising our center.
