First English CDC November Newsletter
Director’s Corner
Fall is a crazy time for all of us. We envision a set of holidays filled with all of the wonders that an adult mind can muster. We conjure up a set of events that we feel will make the holidays grand and magical for our children.
When really, the magic of the holidays comes from the simple moments that we create for our children.  Kids really don’t care if you have the perfect place settings on a table.  They really don’t notice that the lights have not been hung in exact symmetry.  What they do notice is if the adults in their lives are present and living the moment with them.
This doesn’t take much. Although, I have to admit it doesn’t always jive with my adult sense of how things should be.  If I put my adult vision aside, there are many simple activities to do with kids over the next couple of months that they will carry with them for the rest of their lives.  

Just being outside now that the weather is nicer is a great way to spend time together.  Young child love collecting things, so going on a nature hunt is a great option.  Making cookies is an easy time to have with children.  It takes little to set up and just a bowl to clean.  If life is getting too busy, a movie night is a super way to slow down a little bit.  
Keep it simple and light with few expectations other than to be together.  Your kids will remember it.
Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Claire Flynn Workshop
Claire Flynn is scheduled to present “How to Talk So Your Kids Will Listen” on Monday, November 9th from 6:00-8:00.  It’s a great opportunity to visit with both Claire and other parents and staff to talk about the challenges and importance of positive guidance.
Parent Workday
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 14th at 9:00 for our fall Parent Workday.  We will be working on a variety of projects on the playground.  Not able to make it?  Please see Michelle for a list of do-it-at-home projects. Short on time these days but still want to give?  Consider donating money that will go towards purchasing materials for the day—sand to replenish the pit, stain and paint for the playscape, etc.  See you there!
Pictures
Sunday is the last day to order pictures at www.carriedaughnphotography .com.  We hope that you enjoyed our new approach!  And remember, this serves as a mini-fundraiser for us, as the center receives a 10% donation of all the sales.
Fall Festival Gratitude

Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to help make the Annual Fall Festival such a success.  Many families were reluctant to head home because they were enjoying the fall evening so much!  As I took a moment to sit back and watch the evening, I was overcome with a feeling of such gratitude.  The evening truly demonstrated what we want our center to be about—a community sharing in the joy of raising children.  
Feast of Thanks
Please join us on Tuesday, November 24th at 11:30 for our Feast of Thanks catered by our very own Jennifer Biggs.  This is a wonderful opportunity to visit with your child during his/her lunch time and to sample Jennifer’s yummy fixin’s. Jennifer is serving a traditional faire this year.  Just a warning, sometimes it can be tough for our kiddos to say goodbye after lunch, so please be on the lookout from your teacher as she will be letting you know how to make the transition easiest for her class.
Current Openings
We have several families who, unfortunately, will be leaving our center over the next couple of months.  We are so sad to see them go, and we hope that they will visit often!  If you appreciate what our center has to offer and hear of a family looking for care, please keep us in mind. Currently, we have an opening for a two year old and a three year old.  As of January first, we will also have an opening for a four year old.  
Board Notes
This month we discussed creating new guidelines for field trips.  We also talked about initiating the process to become NAEYC accredited.  However, due to the financial commitment needed to do so, we will need to wait to officially start the process until the beginning of the new year in order to work the fees into our budget.  Until then, we plan on beginning the process on our own so that we are ready and waiting to begin.  
Broken Hearted Goodbye

We are so sad to announce that our beloved Lindsey, a staple in our center, is leaving us on November 20th.  With another job and a full school load, Lindsey needs a little more wiggle room in her schedule.  We will miss her!  Know of anyone looking for a job who is good with children?  Give them our number!
What do you really know about Naomi, a Sunbeam Teacher?

What is your educational background?

I am soon (December 5th!) to have a BS in Psychology from UT.

Where have you worked before First English? 
I’ve worked all over the place—piercing ears, a concierge at a hotel, peer mentor, hostess, nanny and many more!

What do you like about FELCDC?  
I love all of the people here.  The staff, parents and kids are just such awesome people!

What your favorite vacation?  
I’m the middle of eleven children. I have six brothers and five sisters.  Most of us are still in Texas, but we don’t see each other much because we are so busy.  So, it was great when my family all met up in Colorado last year to go camping above Denver in Canyon City.  It was the first full family vacation we’ve had in five years.  At night the family would sit around the campfire and talk.  It was a really cool opportunity to get to know all ten of my siblings better.

What is your favorite holiday?  
With at least ten people sitting around opening presents, Christmas is always a blast.  I love seeing a present that I put a lot of thought into get opened.  I still have young siblings, and their enthusiasm is contagious.

What was your favorite Halloween costume growing up?  
One year, I put black make-up around my eye and taped a cut out “p” to my shirt.  I was a “black-eyed p!”
