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Director’s Corner
We recently finished celebrating the Week of the Young Child.  In our community, we give so much to our children each day.  So much time goes into parenting and care giving that we that we can tend to forget that it is us who receive a gift each day.  Week of the Young Child gives us an opportunity to stop for a moment and recognize that children give so much back in return for all of our hard work.  
Children teach us patience.  We learn to dig deep sometimes to remind ourselves that children’s priorities are different from our own.  There are moments when stopping to pick up a little rock to give to your mother really is, in the grand scheme of things, more important than getting to an appointment on time.  

Children teach us to put others first.  Raise your hand if you grew up about twenty years the first 24 hours that you brought your first child home.  Suddenly, sleeping became a luxury as opposed to a given.  Even eating for yourself became eating for someone else.  Doesn’t matter what age you were, you grew up when that little person entered your life.  

Of course, as you know, there is much more that we could point out.

In honor of the week and what kids give us, we decorated the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall with art work.  We hung up pictures of the children in action.  Our parents wrote notes of appreciation to their children.  Families donated more than 60 new books for our library.   We gathered together for a church service dedicated to our youth.  And last, we ate and laughed during our Magical dinner fundraiser that raised over $2000 for our program.
It was a successful week.  We certainly do appreciate our children, and it comes back to us in return every day.

Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Out and About With Kids
Take your family for a fun and tasty outing to Sweet Berry Farms in Marble Falls. Children can pick their own strawberries with abandon from an abundance of strawberry fields.  While getting some fresh air and exercise, they will learn a little something about where their food comes from.  And they’ll leave with a yummy reward for their efforts.  Find out more at www.sweetberryfarm.com.  While in Marble Falls, stop in at Blue Bonnet Café for stop-your-heart pie and delicious, down-home cooking.

Just northwest of Marble Falls you’ll find Inks Lake State Park, a beautiful place to spend the day picnicking, hiking, or boating.  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/inks/
Upcoming Events

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held the week of May 10-14.  These will give you a chance to sit down and share information with your child’s teacher.  Look for sign-up sheets posted near classroom doors.

Summer is around the corner!  During the summer, we feel it is important for teachers to get some good relaxation and time off with their families.  Luckily, we have several assistant teachers who are interested in working more hours over the summer.  Vacations give our teachers an opportunity to recharge, and the children in our care get to spend time with some different—but still familiar—friendly faces.
A Few Requests
Do you have any old sheets lying around that you aren’t sure what to do with?  We can use them!  (They are great for building forts on the playground.)
Don’t forget to change out your child’s cubby to reflect the new season.  (Sweaters and long pants aren’t very comfortable in July!)  If your child is potty-training, please make sure to have at least 3-4 extra pairs of underwear on hand.  And as always, label EVERYTHING!
If you have requested that we use special bug spray or sunscreen on your child, please make sure to bring it in for his/her teacher. The sun and mosquitoes are definitely upon us in the afternoons. 

Teacher Training
This month, our guest speaker talked about activities for the outdoors.  She gave us some great ideas for new materials and games to introduce on the playground and inspired us to create some of our own.  It is always motivating to be reminded of the many possibilities for learning and fun offered by the natural world. 
Meet the Ball Family
We’re trying something new: Each month, we are going to focus on one of our First English families.  To start things off, here is a little bit about Moonbeam Lincoln Ball and his parents, Shannon and Luke.

Parents’ Occupations:  Shannon is the Assistant Director at First English(!), and Luke is a fire fighter for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

What do you love about your child? We think he’s hilarious—I guess most people think that about their children—but he definitely keeps us smiling and laughing.

What was your favorite trip as a family?  Last summer, we spent a week in Galveston relaxing on the beach, checking out the aquarium, and riding bikes around the town.

What did you and your family do last Satuday?  Luke travels a lot for work doing controlled burns all over the country, so it was just Lincoln and me (Shannon).  We went to the Great Outdoors and bought some plants for our yard, did a little gardening, and then had dinner with family and friends out in the country.

Do you have a happy memory that you share as a family?  Our first Christmas with just the three of us—piles of presents and paper, new toys to play with, Daddy cooking dinner in the kitchen.
What do you like about FELCDC?  This place feels like home to me: warm, loving, and comfortable.  We’re so happy Lincoln gets to be here!

Tell us about a tradition you share.  We are trying to start a weekly bike ride tradition.  Trying.
Do you have nicknames for each other?  For a while, Lincoln was calling Luke “Dacky.”  We’re not sure where that came from.  Lincoln has about a million nicknames—none that seem to stick. 

A Few Changes
A couple of our teachers have asked to switch classes for next year.  The lead teacher lineup for next fall will be:

Sunbeams:  Julie D.
Moonbeams:  Mara

Stars:  Sarah

Rainbows:   Julia H.
Explorers:   La Quetha

We will also be moving the physical space of a few classrooms in the fall.  The Rainbow Room will remain in the Boy Scout Hut.  Starting from the entrance to the school and moving toward the office, the classrooms will be: Sunbeams, Explorers (same), Moonbeams, and Stars. 
Board News

May Board Meeting:  It was a quiet Board Meeting.  We discussed the successful Week of the Young Child events and brainstormed ways that we could get the church and center together more during the week. We talked about Teacher Appreciation Week and what we are doing to honor our staff:  parents are bringing in lunch each day, children brought in flowers, staff are receiving movie passes, certificates for free personal time off, and someone is coming in to give massages on Friday. We finalized the Parent and Personnel Handbooks for next year.  Some changes of which we want to make sure everyone is aware: tuition for next year has increased in the youngest three classes to $895 and in the oldest two classrooms to $835.  The ratios for the oldest three classrooms are remaining the same, but the youngest two classrooms are increasing from 1:4.5 to 1:5.   
What do you know about…
Erica Cray (Afternoon Assistant in the Star Room)?
Educational Background?  Graduated from James Madison High School in San Antonio.  Currently attending Huston-Tillotson University as a kinesiology major.
Where were you before First English?  Working for Bank of America as an account executive.
What do you like about FELCDC?  The class sizes and different ages we are able to work with.
What is your idea of fun?  What would be the perfect way to sped an unexpected day off?  Waking up late, listening to my music, working out, playing basketball, then top it off with a good meal with my family.  
Which is the best vacation you’ve ever had? When I went back to the Philippines when I was 12 years old.
What are some of your favorite hobbies? Running 
Favorite holiday?  New Year’s, because we are able to start a new year. 
Mark Your Calendar:


May 9:  Mother’s Day


May 10-14: Parent-Teacher Conferences


May 31: Center Closed for Memorial Day
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