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Director’s Corner
This morning it snowed.  Seriously.  In Austin.  All children threw on their coats, grabbed some gloves and headed out.  The playground was filled with children packing snowballs, catching the occasional flake on a tongue, and trenching tunnels (well, kind of) through the snow.   The natural material inspired a creative, playful experience.
Many playgrounds these days are centered around a large playscape.  These playscapes are meant to encourage gross motor functions in children but often do little else.  New trends point playground development towards the use of more open-ended materials that encourage creative play.  These playgrounds, natural playgrounds, are recreating the play that we as adults remember from years past. 
Natural playgrounds have available material that can be moved about the playground, used to create structures, digging tunnels, and so much more. Large crates of sticks and logs can be brought in and made available for children to use in creating structures.  Chains and ropes can be utilized to create makeshift pulley systems.  PVC pipes can be used to divert water to other parts of the playground.  Wooden planks left over from projects can be used to create bridges.  Large planting pots scattered about the playground can be used to grow not only plants but also encourage insects, worms, spiders and much more.

If you happen to have any of the following lying around and taking up space, we would love to use them: planks of wood, logs, sticks, tree stumps, PVC pipes, old tires, rope, chains, pots, plants, pine cones, stones, pavers, large pieces of material, etc.  

And a warning for the curious adult onlooker:  these playgrounds are not as aesthetically pleasing as others.  However, playgrounds full of movable, makeshift material inspire the creative play that warms the heart of any onlooker.

Always a pleasure,

Teresa

Welcome New Families
Two new children will be joining our First English family this month.  Enzo Hsu—whose parents are Kim Smith and Michael Hsu—will join the Moonbeams.  Emily Piper will be a new addition to the Star room.  Her parents are Ted and Karen Piper.  We’re happy you’re here and look forward to getting to know you.

Out and About With Kids
Looking for ways to get outside now that spring is headed our way? Texas Parks and Wildlife have an array of programs that support getting families out of the house and into the wild.  Take for instance their “Free Fishing” program.  You do not need a license to fish in several state parks—many located right around us.  If you have never been out to Bastrop State Park, it is in a beautiful grove of loblolly pines that tower above you.  They stock their pond, and it is very easy for even my three year old to catch a few fish (although he was disappointed that he didn’t catch a shark).  In the summer, they also have a very large swimming pool to take a dunk in—all just a short 30 minute drive away.  To see participating parks, go to http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/fish/programs/familyfish.   
Texas Parks and Wildlife also sponsors the Texas Family Outdoor program.  This program offers weekend retreats for families to test their skills at such activities as kayaking, building a fire, setting up a tent, fishing, etc.  It is a great opportunity for families to try their hands at a wide variety of outdoor activities in a controlled, already-set-up-for-you environment.  To learn more, go to http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/bof/index.phtml.
Last, the second Saturday of every month is a day for families at the Austin Museum of Art.  On March 13 from noon to 4 p.m., the focus will be on using different objects and textures to make prints.   There will be a puppet show at 1:00.  The cost is $7 for non-member families.  Find out more at www.amoa.org. 
Upcoming Events
In our efforts to keep kids safe and healthy and prepared for school, we want to remember that childhood should be a fun time, too.  So to add a touch of fun to the month of March, we will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 with a “Green Food Day” and a surprise for each class from a mischievous leprechaun. 
Egg Hunts will be held on the morning of Thursday, April 1. Parents are welcome to join us.  Look for eggs-act times and egg donation instructions to come from your child’s teacher.
The center and the church will be celebrating the Week of the Young Child April 12-16.  Look for your child's art work on display in the Fellowship Hall and church sanctuary.  The church would like to invite any families who are interested to enjoy a service (8:30 and 11:00) on Sunday, April 11th. These services will be recognizing the important contribution that children make in our world.  The church would also like to extend an invitation to our families to be their guests at their annual Chicken BBQ dinner on Sunday, April 25th.  Games for children start at 4:00 and dinner will be served at 6:00. The center will again hold a book drive during this time and will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall with cards that we will be asking parents to drop into the office to make for their children.  This was a great success last year, and I’d love to see it become a tradition.
On Thursday, April 15th we will host a Spend-Your-Tax-Refund-With-Us Fundraiser. Please join us for good food and good company.  We will begin serving lasagna around 5:45.  At 6:30, we have a special guest lined up to provide magical entertainment for all ages.  (Aaron Parker-Fasel from the Kent Cummins Magic Camp will be paying us a visit.)  More info to come!
Photographs of the Children
We have an exciting new fundraiser planned this spring.  Tony Allen, Moonbeam Grace’s dad, will be taking candid shots of the children on the playground.  The prints will be made available for purchase at the Spring Dinner and also through a password-protected website.  Please let Teresa know as soon as possible if you do NOT want pictures taken of your child.

Food Donations

The church takes part in the Micah 6 Coalition. The mission of Micah 6 of Austin is to work together to identify and meet the needs of the homeless and the impoverished in the University of Texas campus area.  The church currently has drop boxes located in the sanctuary for donations of non-perishable food items.  When asked if we would like our own drop box, I eagerly agreed as I think that it is an easy way for children to learn about giving.  Please be on the lookout for a food donation box in the Fellowship Hall.  Grab a couple of cans and bring them on in!
Board News

The March 9th board meeting focused on the budget proposal for the 2010-2011 school year.  We take time to do a line by line analysis of spending.  It should be finalized soon.  
Miscellaneous
· If you are thinking of asking a staff member to babysit for you, please get their phone number/email address and make arrangements outside of school.  Keep in mind that feelings can be hurt when people are aware that they have not been asked to babysit.

· We recently sent out “Intent Forms” asking about your plans for summer and fall enrollment. Please, remember to fill these out and return them as soon as possible in order to help us plan for next year.
What do you know about…
Meghan Dwyer (Sunbeam morning assistant teacher)?

Educational Background?  My B.A. is from Stephen F. Austin State University in Theatre Directing with a minor in Art History.  I continued my studies at the Rose Bruford Drama Conservatory in London and the Institut del Teatro in Barcelona.

Where were you before First English?  I was a starving artist living in Chicago!
What do you like about FELCDC?  I’ve never had so many friends at a job before.  Pretty much every day, I wake up and look forward to coming to the school.  It makes me feel so lucky!

Which is the best vacation you’ve ever had in your life?  Last year, I was able to sneak away to Europe for a month:  London, Amsterdam, Berlin, and Budapest (my favorite!).  Then, Rome and the Umbrian countryside.  My boyfriend met me in Prague, and after that, we headed east to the mountains of Moravia with his non-English-speaking family.  It makes me dizzy just to think about that trip now!

What are some of your favorite hobbies?  When I am not at the school, I work as a photographer and am also the co-artistic director of a visual performing arts company.  Right now we are working on turning a play written by Picasso into a puppet show and creating a stage adaptation of a Richard Brautigan book.  When I’m not busy with those things, I like to travel, cook, love on my two dogs Roscoe and Mabel, and—most importantly—be outside.

What is your Saturday morning like?  Saturdays always start nice and early for me!  Yoga first, then I cook a big vegan brunch.  If I don’t take my dogs for a hike at McKinney Falls, I’ll usually go for a spin around Town Lake on my bicycle.  Then, it’s time for taking pictures and catching up on my reading.

Dates to Remember


Monday, March 15: Center closed for Teacher Work Day


Wednesday, March 17:  St. Patrick’s Day


Thursday, April 1: Egg Hunts! (No joke!)


Friday, April 2: Center closed for Good Friday


April 12-16: Week of the Young Child


Thursday, April 15: Spend-Your-Tax-Refund-With-Us Dinner and Entertainment
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