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Dates to Remember
Valentine’s Day—Monday, February 14th
Center Closed for a Workday—Monday, March 14th
Parent Workshop—Sunday, March 27th from 3:00-5:00
Spring Fundraiser—Thursday, April 14th
 
Help spread the word!  We currently have 2 openings in our Rainbow Room.
 
Out and About
Duke Ellington Review:  In honor of Black History month, Huston Tillotson hosts a concert honoring the energy and soul of this musical legend.  Sunday, February 27th at 3:00.  Find out more information at http://austinchambermusic.org/calendar/022711-black-history-month-concert.
 
Juggle Fest:  Who doesn’t love a great juggler?  Kids in particular love them! Held at the Texas School for the Deaf, February 26th-28th, the festival, now in its 18th year, is hosted by the Texas Juggling Society and will include hours of workshops games and special performances. $15 for three-day admission; $5 for public show. http://juggling.place.org/jugglefest
African American Community Festival:  The festival, which celebrates the contributions and achievements of African Americans, is part of the Black History Month festivities in East Austin. The event will feature live music, slam poetry, dance, local crafts, artists, games and activities for children, food and living history exhibits and a health fair.  Held on February 26th from 1-5, you can find out more information at http://austinheritagefestival.org/.
Sherwood Forest Faire:  A new Medieval Renaissance Festival with a much shorter drive than Renaissance Festival.  Just about 30 minutes out of town on 290,  this is the second year that the Festival is thrilling families with a forest filled with jousting tournaments, mud play and turkey legs.  Held weekends, February 19th – April 3rd, you can find out more information at http://sherwoodff.schipulwp.com/.
Family Music Festival: The FUMP Family Music Festival, held on Saturday the 26th, is a great way to share live music with your whole family.  With great music (including Trout Fishing in America), arts and crafts and food, this event is even held in the morning from 9:30-1:00.  How much more family-friendly can you get?  Find out more at http://www.fumpmusicfest.com/index.html
Zilker Kite Festival: This popular event held on Sunday, March 6th, from 10:00-5:00, thrills kids of all ages as color fills the sky.  Bring your own kite or make one while you are there, this is an Austin tradition that all should experience at least once! http://www.zilkerkitefestival.com
Valentine’s day: On Monday, February 14th, Jennifer will be making us some divine red food for our meals, and the teachers are all planning their own happenings.  Please be on the lookout from your teacher about your classroom’s activities for the day.
Enrollment Intent Forms:  It is that time of year again.  It is hard to believe that summer is just a few months away. Soon I will be placing in your cubbies an enrollment intent form.  While we hope that all our families will stay with us forever, we know that pesky little things like Kindergarten get in the way.  Please help us plan for our enrollment of new families by taking the time to fill in the sheet and return it to the office.  
Special Welcome:  We want to give a special welcome to two new families who are joining us in the Moonbeam room this month. Alicia and Ava will be entering our center this month. Please take a moment to welcome them to our center.
Spring Fundraiser:  Our Spring fundraiser is coming along nicely.  Thank you so much to those who have offered up some fabulous raffle prizes. February will be spent finalizing the raffle items. In March, we will be asking families to help us sell tickets.  Then, on April 14th, during our Spring Benefit, we will be drawing winners.  I hope everyone can plan on joining us that evening as gathering together with other families is heart warming, fun and rare.
 
Erica Cometh:  We are so excited that Erica Cray, formerly a teacher in the Star room who left to go play basketball, will be returning to the center starting March 1st.  Erica is finishing up her basketball season and returning to work with Beth in the Explorer room during the afternoons.  I thin that we might have some jealous Stars!
 
Gates:  Please help us keep both your children and other children safe by latching the gate behind you when you leave.  Unfortunately, our parking is used by some as a short cut and cars can really zip through it. The last thing we would want is for an anxious kiddo to get through the gate and into a parking lot with a car rushing past.
 
Board Meeting: Not much to report about our board meeting this month.  Things are trucking along as they always are.  Knock on wood!
 
New Gardens:  Thomas Gerling, who is a long time alumni of the center, is currently working on his Eagle Scout project.  Thomas thought of us when he began designing his project and gave me a call to see if there was anything we needed done.  We are so glad that he did because Thomas is now in the finishing stages of his project.  He will be building five, raised garden beds as well as planting two new trees along the fence on the playground. Each class will be given a bed to use as they would like.
 
Safety Seats: Many accidents have occurred in which children have been hurt because they are in an incorrect car seat. State law requires that children under 4 and 40 lbs be restrained in a 5 point harness. I think we can all relate to the cumbersomeness of clicking in a feisty toddler into that harness, and we yearn for the booster seat stage.  However, keeping in mind that the safety of the kiddo is the most important can sometime get us through our transportation dilemmas.  Please see more information at http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/director_staff/public_information/carseat.htm.
 
Matthew, a New Volunteer: We were recently approached by a faculty member at The School for the Blind about sponsoring a student who would come to volunteer a few days a week.  He is interested in working with children, and I thought we are a wonderful place for a person to learn about working with kids. In a few weeks, Matthew will be joining the Star room for a few hours in the mornings (after he completes our training). He’s a lucky guy to get to enjoy playing with our now really big Star kids!
 
What do you really know about Amanda, one of our Star teachers?
Are you in school?  Yes, I am currently at ACC.
Where were you before First English?  I was nannying for a family, but I have worked at other centers, too.
How is First English different from other places you have been?  We have a nice director.  She always asks how I’m doing and seems sincere about it.  The staff doesn’t talk amongst each other on the playground but actually play with the kids.
What was your favorite children’s book when growing up?  The Giving Tree
What is the best vacation that you have had?  I had a great time when I went to Indio, California for Coachella, a music festival.
What are some of your hobbies?  I like reading and watching sports.
What was your favorite Halloween costume?  We did not celebrate Halloween.
What is your favorite holiday?  I love Thanksgiving!



